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We are celebrating our 70th anniversary in 2020  
and are extremely proud that, for seven decades, we have  
been bringing the most important works of Hungarian  
and international authors to countless families’ bookshelves.  
Our publishing house is stronger than ever and besides 
working to preserve classics we also handle the works of many 
contemporary artists.

Mora is the only Hungarian publisher offering con- 
temporary and classic illustrated Hungarian literature  
in English for children. It is very important for us  
to show foreign language speakers how colourful  
Hungarian literature is and give Hungarian families  
living outside of Hungary the opportunity to get  
to know these wonderful works in Hungarian.

www.mora.hu

….has been a very popular author in Hungary for generations and 
many of his works became classics in his lifetime. His works still 
fundamentally shape how contemporary children’s fiction is writ-
ten today. He received IBBY’s Hans Christian Andersen prize for 
his book Berzsián és Dideki. Pushkin Press (UK) released his story, 
Arnica, The Duck Princess in 2019 and an increasing number of 
foreign publishers are purchasing the rights to his works.  

…was born in 1937 and started out as a puppeteer, later becoming 
an author and a graphic artist. Her most famous characters are Bori-
bon, Kippkopp and Kockásfülű nyúl (Check-Eared Rabbit). Many of her 
stories were turned into animated films and her books are published in 
many languages from Spanish to Japanese. She received the IBBY Best 
Children Book of the Year award in 2014.  

Ervin Lázár (1936-2006) Veronika Marék

“Daddy, does God play football?”  
At first, the preoccupied grown-
up doesn’t take his little boy’s 
question seriously, but as he thinks 
more about it, he toys with the 
idea: what would it be like if God 
really did play football, and joined 
the Hungarian national side?

Square Around Forest became the 
favourite of generations due to its 
philosophical humour and its love-
able characters. Come and meet 
them in this forest, where sadness 
does not have any power…

FOOTBALL
8+

square 
around 
forest
9+

 

tommy  
and the lion
3+
Tommy is frightened of the 
dark. When he sees a dog 
he just runs away. How can 
such a timid little boy ever 
become a pilot? Only the 
lion can help Tommy to 
conquer his fears. But then 
the lion disappears…

the ugly 
little girl
3+
One day the children de-
cide to hold a fancy-dress 
party. Everyone draws a 
picture of what they want 
to dress up as. The Ugly 
Little Girl draws a fairy!

boribon  
the teddy bear
3+
Fred and Ned weren’t very 
alike, except for one thing  

– neither of them looked  
after their toys. Then 
their mum gave them 
Boribon, so they could 
play with him… 

Some further contemporary books in English

budapest in drawings  18+

Erika Bartos, author of 
several highly acclaimed 
children’s books, studied at 
the Technical University of 
Budapest. Her talent and  
art have evolved in her work 
for children.

Now she has come out with 
an imposing book for older 
readers, in which historic 
architecture and the impres-
sive buildings of Budapest 
play a major role.

TESZ-VESZ szótár  3+
You’ll find 1500 pictures and words in this book… three times  

more words in fact, as all the expressions are included  
in Hungarian, English and German. You can learn a lot with  

the help of the inhabitants of Busy Town. 

terry and the doll hunt  4+
Terri is a bubbly, four-year-old chatterbox. 
She has her own opinion about everything, 
asks lots of questions, and sees the world 
through different eyes than grown-ups. 35%
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ÉVA JANIKOVSZKY

Basil and Barnabas
Lavender grows in Aunt Barbara’s garden as grass growselsewhere. Its scent fills the little cottage where AuntBarbara lives with Uncle Balthasar and the two dachs-hunds. Here everything smells of lavender, but especiallythe dachshund twins, who romp about and play hide-and-seek in it all day long.
Aunt Barbara lets them do it because she likes dachs-hunds even better than lavender, and of all dachshunds itis Basil and Barnabas she likes the best. Although it mustbe admitted, she has no other dachshunds.

MÓRA PUBLISHING HOUSE

ISBN 978 963 11 8784 7
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Éva Janikovszky (1926–2003) 
One of Hungary’s most popular children’s writers. Her
works have been translated into more than thirty languages,
and some of them have been adapted into films. Her workas a writer has been recognised in the form of numerous
prestigious foreign and Hungarian awards.
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One of Hungary’s most popular children’s writers. Her
works have been translated into more than thirty languages,
and some of them have been adapted into films. Her workas a writer has been recognised in the form of numerous
prestigious foreign and Hungarian awards.

…is one of the most popular children’s authors in Hungary. In 
her children’s books, she uses a shifting perspective, sometimes 
showing us the adult’s point of view, sometimes the child’s. Her 
works are published in more than 30 languages. She received 
the Deutsche Jugendbuchpreis in 1973 and several other Hunga-
rian and International prizes. 

   

 
Éva Janikovszky (1926-2003)

something’S always 
happening to me
6+

“I’m really happy Attila’s 
family are moving here 
because then my dad will 
see it’s not just me that 
something always happens 
to, but others as well.”

basil and 
barnabas
4+
Lavender is growing 
in Aunt Barbara’s 
garden where she 
lives with Uncle 
Balthasar and two 
dachshunds who 
romp about and play 
hide-and-seek all 
day long.

nursery 
school here  
i come
5+

“When Danny first 
went to nursery 
school he was  
really happy that 
he was going to 
nursery school, 
he just wasn’t too 
happy about hav-
ing to stay there.”

at school at 
last
6+
Danny proudly, 
happily wends 
his way to school, 
where his enthu
siasm wanes 
somewhat but his 
curiosity grows.

it was like this…
8+
Our teenage hero 
tries skating, lying  
to his girl-friend, 
planting trees but 
most of all, he tries 
to understand the 
world around him: 
his own and his 
friends’ parents, rela-
tives and teachers.

if i were a grown-up
6+
Every child knows, even 
the smallest,that being 
naughty is much more fun 
than being good. Being 
good all the time is very 
boring and not only that, 
it’s tiring too.

at it again
6+
It’s difficult to negotiate 
one’s way around life at 
the age of eight, ten or 
fifteen. Éva Janikovszky 
always helps children 
find the best solutions to 
difficult questions and 
sometimes adults, too. 

It’s the best thing ever to have a 
big, clever brother who can explain 
everything, even the complicated 
relationships among members of  
a large family.

“When I was little and clever, and 
kind and pretty, everyone knew who 
I looked like… Now that I’m big and 
crazy and insolent and stupid, they 
just sit and sigh and wonder: Just 
who does this child take after?!”

“If we go for a walk I can ask all 
about what engine drivers, fire- 
men, flower sellers, soldiers do and 
Mummy, Daddy, Grandma, Grandpa 
and Auntie Vera answer all my 
questions. Now I really know what 
grown-ups do.”

In the pouring rain they begin to 
talk... about an invention like an 
umbrella but with sides and a bot-
tom, and you can look out of it and 
go into it. Now isn’t that an original 
idea?

Just when our hero thinks he has 
discovered what makes everyone 
feel great, he is surprised to find 
that their motives are quite differ-
ent from what he had imagined.

This is the strange name that Danny  
gave to the cigar-smoking man in  
the hat whose photo he found in the 
box holding the family snapshots. 
Nobody knew who the Pince-Nez 
Man was…

“I know that if people ask me some-
thing I have to answer them nicely, 
because if I don’t, then they’ll say: 
‘Answer nicely when you’re asked!’ ”

Éva Janikovszky’s teenager protag-
onist is standing in front of the 
mirror, and he does not like what 
he sees…
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Basil and Barnabas

Lavender grows in Aunt Barbara’s garden as grass grows
elsewhere. Its scent fills the little cottage where Aunt
Barbara lives with Uncle Balthasar and the two dachs-
hunds. Here everything smells of lavender, but especially
the dachshund twins, who romp about and play hide-and-
seek in it all day long.

Aunt Barbara lets them do it because she likes dachs-
hunds even better than lavender, and of all dachshunds it
is Basil and Barnabas she likes the best. Although it must
be admitted, she has no other dachshunds.

MÓRA PUBLISHING HOUSE
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Éva Janikovszky (1926–2003) 

One of Hungary’s most popular children’s writers. Her
works have been translated into more than thirty languages,
and some of them have been adapted into films. Her work
as a writer has been recognised in the form of numerous
prestigious foreign and Hungarian awards.

believe  
it or  
not
6+

the  
pince-NEZ 
man
8+

did you 
know, 
too?
6+

answer 
nicely 
when 
you’re 
asked!
6+

Be glad it’s a boy! 
Be glad it’s a girl!
18+

Some things you feel before 
they happen. Especially when 
you are expecting a baby.  
I wasn’t interested in what it 
would be, because I knew that 
it could only be a boy/girl...

just who 
does this 
child take 
after?
9+

the great 
rain
8+

me and the 
mirror
9+

GREAT!
6+
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